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I. INTRODUCTION

In this diecuseion of the operatione of
one company during one phase of the Meuse-
Argonne QOffensive, it is believed that the
reader will receive a much clearer picture if
he ie thoroughly familiar with the plans of the
Higher Command, the miseion of higher unite,
the terrain to the front and on the flanks,
the concentrations and dispositione of the
enemy, and the situation of supporting unite
and of unite to be supported. For this reason
I will set forth below a detailed statement of
the situation pertaining to the 18t Division
A, E. Fe on September 30, 1918,

PLANS OF THE ALLIES

s S i B S R et g, Sl FinkeD o LD D, oo
by Marshal Foch that the advantageous situation
of the Allies, resulting from their successes
during July and August, should be exploited to

the utmost by vigorously continuing the general

‘battle and extending it eastward to the Meuse.

All of the Allied Armies were to be employed
in a converging action, The British armies,
supperted by the left of the French armies
were to attack towards Qambral; the center of
the French armies west of Rheims would con~-
tinue the action already begun to drive the

enemy beyond the Alsne; and the American Army

supported by the right of the French armies




o would direct its attack on 8edan and Mezieres,

W/
y

¢ (1) Pershing (1)
p. 40

IMPORTANCE OF AMERICAN FRONT TO GERMANS

The portion of the front (extending from

Port-fur-Seille, east of the Moselle, west to

(8) Pershing include the Argonne Forest) (2) occupled by
il the American Army was of the utmost importance
(3) Hartzell 4 to the Germans. (3) The Briey iron basin which
Pe 18 wae vital to their success was menaced by any
(4) Ibigo a5 attack on this front. (4) An attack pushed
Ps 20-3

northward in this sector toc Sedan and Mezieres
would cut the enemy east and west line of

railway south of the Ardennes, thereby separating
the German armieg in France and Belgium, pre-
venting movements of troope, munitions, and

supplies from one part of the line to another,

o, A e AN '-«@wm\wm VL o ne iyt i 9 Y20 SN TRV ! N e b " AR i ) \u»w A ;;WX&?”WW‘WN
B e e Tt e o e n-w‘-mur M AR R mm::«, N lw"
e T sy w SLIRATANAT Trom TrAtds AHd
(5) Buchan Belgium to the River Meuse. (5) 1In order
Yol, IV
pe 361 to safeguard the troops facing the British and

French armies, i1t was imperative that General
Von Der Marwitz (commanding the German troope
on this portion of the frqnt) hold his posi-

tion; doubly so0, because reduced manpower wag
cdmpelling the German High Oommand to shorten
ite front, The only way to shorten the front
succesegfully was to swing the entire line in

a northeasterly direction on Von Der Marwitsz'e
Aroy as a pivot, If thie front could be made

to give wuy before the line had been ewung

F (8) Perehing back, the German armies faced disaster, (6)

: Pe 44
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(7) Pershing
De 44

. p ,,,.y}\;zﬁ

(8) Pershin
ps 44-45;
Personal
Experience

ST TN e s At RO AL Y Y g AR et et TR R SR et

TERRAIN AND ENEMY CONCENTRATION
AVERICAN FRONT

The American Army had to reckon with
on its front not only the enemyle elaborate
artific;algdefenses, which had been conetructed
with methédical atudy and prodigioue labor, but
also the natural featuree of the terrain, which
greatly aided the Germans, (7) The country
northweest of Verdun was the roughest on the
entire fighting line, embracing the Argonne
Forest and the wooded ridges west of the Meuse.
The dominating heights east of the Meuse were
covered with heavy artillery, which could
deliver obligue fire on the western bank. The
heights within the Argonne Forest were used
ae positione for both artillery and machine
guns, which could fire into trocope advancing
et of She Alge RLn: Bameen,the Argomne .
and the Meuse are the heighte of Montfaucon
and Exermont which afforded nerfect obeervation
and which had been heavily fortified. The
and the Aire River valleys, each with its
groups of trees, afforded the,Germane excellent
machine gun positions for the desverate defenee
which the importance of the poslition would
require them to make. North of Montfaucon
and Exermont densely wooded and rugged heighte
constituted natural features favorable to

defensive fighting., (8) 1In fact, the American

 (OVAMY), 'f-

Army had been given the hardest part of the line,

I1te defenses were nearer together and stronger;
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it was the most difficult in topography to
attack; and inadditior-had-tehind it by

October 4th the greatest and most de termined

‘-t\mv\ oyt e

concentration of the enemy then exis ting in

4

(9) Dawes v France, (9) Defeat of the Germane in thie
p. 189-190

gector would be fatal to them, but their
(/Eommander in-Chief considered *no seven miles
of the Siegfried System and the difficulties
of the terrain through which an attacking army
would have to force ite way)ample protection
(10) Buchan L of the vital area beyond Sedan, (10)

Vol, 1IV

p. 363
HE ATTACK OF THE AMERICAN FIRST ARMY

L

On September 28, 1218, the American lst
Army on the right and the French 4th Army on
the left had pushed forward along the front sag
wex® resting on the River Meuse and extending
(11) Buchan forty milee to the west, (11) Thue began the
M*W"thwgggﬁﬁéy"*“’““” R I O R N T DR P O T T e i L R
(12) Pershing v~ - decided upon earlier in the same month. (12)
fa " The American lst Army attacked on ite front
from the River Meuse to within the western
portion of the Argoﬁne Foreet, The 34, 5th,
and 18t Corpe were in line from ripght to left.
Bach corps had three divisions in line and one
in reserve, In addition there were three
divisions in the Army Reserve, It wds the
‘ purpose of the Army Coumander to make the
(13) ;erzgingv// deepest penetration in the center, (13) The
attack of the Americane wae not expected at
thie point by the Germans; the front linee

were fhinly_held, and great gaine were made

v ]:1‘ : . o
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v during the first days of the operations,
The German High Oommand upon'fealiziﬁé that.
the American offeneive was more than a holding
attack, knew full well tuP danger of any

considerdble penetration at this front, and

(14) Buchan <~  rushed every avallable man to the sector, (14)
Vol, 1V
pPe 365 On Beptember 28th, the German reserves began

to appear in the linqjand the attack slowed
down, They developed a powerful machine gun
defense, esupported by heavy artillery fire,
and on September 28th made strong counter-
attacks with fresh troops, which in several
cases were successful in driving the Americans
back from poeitions recently taken, By the
evening of September 29th, the situation on
the American front had changed greatly., The
German main line of resistance had been

*heiv

reached and tks center of resistance had been

T A L T BRIy | P A BITOC DL Py e e

those in the center had suffered very heavy
casualties, The right of the battle line had
been unable to advance that day; on the extreme
left, only a slight gain was made;'and in the
center, the forward elements of three divieione
had been driven back., The front line of the

7 American 1lst Army was approximately, Bois de

la Qote Lemont-Nantillois-Apremont-southwest

(15) Perzhizg .~ across the Argonne, (15) (See Special Map
Pe 406~ . ‘

No. 1) On the night September 20-October 1,
the 1ot Division relieved the right divieion

(18) F.0s0 44 (the 35th) of the lst Corps, (18)
lst Div, ;
19818 i
REO V01 . i N
—5-
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TERRAIN PERTAINING TO 1ST DIVISION

One of the deciding influences in the
success of any military operation ie the
terrain, The country over which the lst
Division was ordered to advance offered the
maximun difficulties. On the left of the
Division esector is the River Aire, a small
stream, with its valley from 100 to 300 yards
in width and from which, rises abruptly, the
wooded hille of thg{Argonne on the west, and
on the east the succession of ridges and hills
over which this division advanceds The right
boundary crossed an exceedingly broken terrain
with large wooded areas and high hills, all
of which, offered excellent positions for
flanking fire, The zone of advance consisted
of a succession of ridges and hills, at the
top of each were woodse, in qugp nEDO LRBILY . opo s o
artillery and maohine guns were concealed,
The southern slopes of the majority of these
hills and ridges were bare, thereby affording
ideal fields of fire for the defenders, Of
these the first reached is the Montrebeau Woods,
whosé reverse slopee reach down to the Exermont
raﬁine, which extends across the entire divi-
sion front, from east o west. This ravine
wae subjected to»en{ilade fire from the
Argdnne on the west and the high wooded hills
to the east, Juet north of the ravine is a
group of hiila. gsome three miles in depth,
and three nlldi‘in width and which seemed to




have been piled in there together so as to
make tsis place impassable to any assault,
This group of hills, the most formidable of
which are the lMontrefagne and -2Y92, was the

key position coumanding the whole front of

the American let Army. During the four days

immediately preceding the attack of the let
Diviseion, the Germans had greatly etrengthened

these posltions, which seemed almost insur-

(17) Personal mountable, because of the terrain alone, (17)
Experience
Hartzell '
p. 17-18; THE ENEMY
p. 183-184

German morale was not as high as it had
been a few nonths or even a few weeks previous.
The German armies however were fighting with
the fury of despair to delay their retirement.
The German soldier was not as sure of himeelf
g nor of the success of hie cause as he had
ey T iR, BAC RS RAYer TOHEhT TATaRS Bor mane I e
(18) Buchan desperately. (18) Machine gunners remained
o Tl with their guns, firing into the assaulting
lines until killed or captured, The Germans .
expected to, break down the Amerilan pffensive
by the most stubborn machine gun and artillery
defense that had been known since the beginning
of the War, and they well knew, how to téke i
full advantage of every favorable feature of
(19) Personal the terrain, (18) There wéie at this time
Experience
no better German divieione than some of the
onee met by the lst Division during this attack,
‘The 52d German Diviaidn.reinforced the front

| ! near Exermont on September 28th and was in line

S ¢ o e A 8L e kA
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on October 4th. It wae one of the best
(20) 251 Divi———@erman divieions. (20) The 5th Guard
ps 503 v
Divieion was a first class division which
had held the left of the lst Division sector
eince September 27th. The troops of these two
divisions had delivered succeesful counter-
attacks on thie same ground againet an American
division on September 29th and had forced a
withdrawal from the ExXxermont ravine, Their
(21) Hist, i morale was quite highs, (21) The let Guard
PAREE. 1 appeared in the line on Cctober 3d in support
of the 5th Guard and was withdrawn on October
8th after it had moet of its battnlionsggeduced
(22) 251 Div. /" to the strength of a company. (22) The 27th
hywe which was considered a first class shock divi-
, gion moved to the vicinity of Exermont from
(23) Ibsd  /  the east on October 5th, (23) The 4lst, a
Wi Mm*”wfwmﬁﬂﬂhm*wuﬁiw'“;écgﬁE-ZTZSE L I ] T T B R TR ol 1o G L o) (i kil
(24) Ibid near Sommérance on October 9th., (24) Elements
m of the 28th Reserve Division, one of the best
‘'of the German Divisions, of the 534 Reserve,
and of the 24 Landwehr Division, were also
identified on the front of the lst Divieion -
(25) Ibid during the attack. (25)

p‘ 03’3

and 510

IHE MACHINE GUN COMPANY 16TH INFANTRY

During 1918 the American Ammy organization
provided for one animal drawn machine gun
company for each Infantry regiment, an animal
drﬁwn machine gun battalion of four companiee
for each Infantry brigade, and a motorized

By ot machine gun pattalion of two companies for

DA A bt e B 11 o i
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each division, In the 1st Division three
machine gun companies had been organized
within each Infantry regiment during the sum-
mer of 1917, (Previous to that time each In-
fantry regiment had had one machine gun platoon
only)., The Machine Gun Company 1l6th Infantry
was organized from Company M of its regiment
and for several months in 13817 was designated
Oompany M. Tor a few weeks during December it
was named the 3d Machine Gun Company 16th
Infantry and upon the organization of the
brigade machine gun battalions about December
29, 1917 and the Regiments loss of its other
two machine gun companies, the company of

thie study became the Machine Gun Company 16th

(28) Pereonal Infantry, (26)
Experience (-
Hist., p. 36 During the entire period of this

company's exiestence it was treated as a step-

n
MVWIRL TR S e aoh et 0o Yo
¥
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whose command it happened to be, The Commanding

VWb, o Al nle SIS 0 S G N o8, VAN 5w, 4
BB T AR B Lt P R AT T Y

Officer 16th Infantry was reeponsible for
administration and eupply -- guite often
various Regimental Bupply Officers forgot to
include its strength on ration and forage
returne, On one occasion (April-May 1918) it
had remained in the front line of an extremely
active sector for 21 daye during which time
other unite of the Brigade were in the front
line 7 days, in support position 7 days and
in reserve position 7 daye -~ this because it
had not been thought of when orders for the
relief of Infantry battalions had been issued.

L0
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Officer 24 Machine Gun Battalion (the Battalion

of the 1st Infantry Brigade) was made responsible

for ite training, but more often the Company

Commander alone prescribed and supervised

training, At nc time was the Commanding Officer

of any battalion to which the Company was

attached during combat cognizant of nor resnon-

gible for the training of this company for

combat,

The company wae organized into a head-
guarters group (forward and rear echelone),
the company train and three platoons, Each
platoon had a headguarters group and two
gsections -- each section was commanded by a
sergeant and wae comprieed of two squads, Eadh
squad consisted of twelve men, two of whom
were {E/charge of the two mules and carte of

the squad and operated during combat with the

-y
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(27) Personal
Experience

s

WA B e A

the French Hotchkiss machine gun one to each
gquad and each man had an automatic pistocl
for individual protection. (27)

The ccmpany, as well as the other units,
of the 1st Division had received its early
training in the Gondrecourt area, It had
gone into the Bommerviller Sector for ten

- days in November 1917, and there had seen
for ﬁhe first'time a close up view of trench
warfare, For the next six weeks it underwent
an intensive period of training, and on January

18, 1918 took over the machine gun positions in

S o
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(28) Peresonal
Experience;
Hist, Do €a

(29) Personal
Experience

(30) Personal
Experience;

Hist, p. 145
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a portion of the Ansauville Sector at the
base of Mont Sec, and remained in either
front line or support positions in this
gector untll March 13th when it was relieved
and returned to the Gondrecourt area for rest
and more training, (28) Early in April, it
moved with the Division to Picardy and went
into its firet extremely active sector -- the
tip of the salient just south of Montidier,
It took part in the capture and defense

of Cantigny, It was with the assault battalion
of the 16th Infantry near Solssone and during
5% of
and 60% of the enlisted men of the forward
(29) It

Sector northwest of Toul and during August

the period July 18-23 lost 7 the officers

echelon. then moved to the Baizerals

alternated between the front line and the

support area of a quiet sector, Here re-

AR L7 TRPORRREL & L% A ST V5 AR, . B > ¢ AR IS A meh 14

wwp;aéements WETE" received s azr“avarrable

A e A AR, BIRTAE L. SN AL AN R
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time both in and out of the front line wase

v devoted to training., (20) Thie pericd of

(training should have been especially valuable
/to the commanders of battalions and higher
unite in applying the experience gained at
Soissons in the employment of machine guns,
Orders iseued by the Division and Brigade

Headquarteres indicated that the higher com=-

] manders had profited to some extent by the

mistakes of earlier daye, but there were very
few signs that Infantry vattalion commanders
had learned a great deal concerning the handling
of the machine gun company that would be a

wity
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part of their vattalion in combat, Upon the

relief from the Saizerais sector the Divieion
moved to the area of Vaucouleurs and the
company wac attached to the 2d Machine Gun
Battalion for ten days, during which time, it
received "coordinated special instruction”.
During this ten days valuable instruction was
received by members of the company, but no
effort was made to train Infantry battalicn
commanders in the employment of the company,
(21)
Battalion 16th Infantry during the 8t, Mihiel

The company wae attached to the let

of feneive, received but few casualties and
gained much valuable experience, When the let
Division had accomplished ite mission on
September 14th and had become a part of the

Corps reserve, the company went into bivouac

i iy Bmebitenis v DGO v GEl L“u'“é%“ ‘Lm QdVR“&; Eoegne
© T L WA TN Y RO B ywp%mﬂ LS
for training of individuele and squads, The

movement towarde the Argonne had already

begun; and on the nights of September 19th

and 20th, the Oompany moved with ite regiment

to a woods near Souilly. Here it was learned
that the 1st Division would be a part of the
Army reserve for the offensive that would
begin within a few days,

One of the officers and a number of the
men who had been wounded in July had rejoined
the company, The 95 recruite that had been
received in August had been fairly well
trained ag individuals and had beccme valuable

parte of their squade, The Company Commander

RS - | i
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had been & student for the ministry; another

had stolen cattle in Mexico and driven them
across the Rio Grande (both were good soldiers),
The slums of citiee, the mountaine and plains
of our west, small téwns and farms were
represented, The group was cosmopolitan --
and typically American, They loved their
country, but did not fight for love of country,
nor for honor, nor for glory, nor for pay.

They fought because they had been trained to
fights The company was full strength, was
well trained, had ripe experience and was

on September 25, 1918 at the b%}ght of human
efficiency as a unit of a firéﬂ'class fighting

machine, (32)
I1. TIHE BATTLE

It is deemed appropriate in this study

St vy R AP ORI g,
i

LT o Mooty gt
the Company from ite receipt of orders %o move

forward onVSeptember 29th until ite relief on

October 132th, For convenience, I shall in

this monograph deal with the Battle as: lst,

the approach march and preparation (September

29-October 3); 2d, the firet part (October 4th

to 7th); and 3d, the second part (October 8th

to 12th> »

1, JIHE AF APPROAOH MAROH AND PREPARATION.- The
Oompany had on- the night -of . September 27th-28th

narohed with the let Battalion lsth Infantry to
whioh it waa attaohed for the next operaticn to

wlde
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and one platoon leader had”joined the

company before the St. Mihiel offensive,

had received their training under fire, and
had become acquainted with and had gained the
respect of their men, The Second-in-Command,
who, aleo commanded the Third Platoon, had
received two months training at a British
Machine Gun school in the fall of 1817 and had
led his platoon during its training and through
all ite actions, He had been wounded during
July and had rejoined in the Saizrais Sector.
The leader of the Second Platoon had been with
the Company eince January, 1918, and was the
only officer of the Qompany who did not become
a casualty at Soissons, The majority cf the
noncommissioned officers were soldiere of the
regular army who had had instilled in them the
traditions of the letn Infantry,‘each of ‘them

was a real leader of men, Some had been
wounded on other battlefields and were more
valuable becausge of that experience, All
members of the company had become physically
hardened, had been thoroughly disciplined, and
had learned to accept the dangere and hardehipe
of campaign as a matter of course. They came
from every race and creed; thelr educational
qualificatione varied from the highest to the
lowest; some had been(drafted, some had enlisted
(either previous to or after the declaration

of war),'and some were National Guardsmen, One
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the vicinity of Nixeville, and had gone
into bivouac in a wood that was six inches
(2%) Personal deep in mud and muck, (23) It was to this
Experience
muddy wood, on the afternoon of September 29th,
a cold rainy, dreary day, information caume
that orders had been issued assigning the 18t

Division to the lst Army Corps and cordering it

v
to move that night to the vicinity of Neuvilly,

(24) Personal (24) About 3300 PM the General commanding the
Experience;
FO 30lst 18t Infantry Brigade went to the Cs P, lst
Army, 29 '
Sept. 1918 Battalion 168th Infantry and after a short

consultation with the Battalion Commander had
the officers of that Battalion and of the
Machine Gun Company 1l6th Infantry assembled.
He told them that the 35th Division had
falled and was then falling back; that the
18t Divieion would be rushed towarde the 3&th

Division sector in trucks that night as far as

Mg S SR ot - R T IRCTIIL 11 TR I BT TR M RO TAY L M Gy AN & N 4 Su s TERRE T B L SO 3 § o oyl AR S
by marching the following day, and relieve the

35th Divieion and that our division would con-

tinue the attack, He then made a short talk,

outlining in a general way the task ahead of

the Division and expressing his desiree as to

the conduct of hie Brigade. All of his remaxks

were made in such a manner that the confidence

and determination of his hearers were increased.

The Battalion Commander then announced

diepositions within the Battalion and issued

ordere as to entrucking and the movement of

(35) Personal the traing. (35)
Experience ; .

=15=
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The Company had a hot meal and marchéd\
to the entrucking point some 4 or 5 kilometers
from the bivouac area. The march began at
dark whick came early. The entrucking peint
was reached on time but the company had to wait
on the side of the road for five or eix hours
for the French truck train which was late
because of congested roads, Guns, tripods,
and 2800 rounds of ammunition per gun were

carried by the men, the animal transportation

(36) Personal moving by another route, (3€) The company
Experience;
Table I ‘//,rolling kitchen was carried on a truck of the
Annex to
FO 42, 1st Division train and reached Neuvilly before the
Division
"29 Sept. trucke carrying the coupany. The company
1018
REC reached the vicinity of Neuvilly by 9:30 Al

September 30th and detrucked south of Neuvilly
on the Neuvilly-Aubreville Road and marched
«” to the woods east of Les Ootes De Forimont,
using the eastern road out of Neuvilly -- total
i b N DO, I . R 5 e Bt A SRR BT R S e R o A R
kitchen had already reached thie area and a
hot meal was ready upon the company's arrival.,
While the Company was eating thé Company
Commander received verbally from the Battalion
Commander and passed on to the Platoon Leaders .
‘ the following informatlon: that our Division
would relieve the 35th Division that night and
Re | would attack at daybreak, October 1st; that
the 16th Infantry would be the left regiment
of the Division with its left resting on the
Fleville-Baulny Road; that the lst Battalion

w
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18th Infantry would be in Divisioh'ﬁé;éééé- SR
and would asgemble in the Very River ravine,
The Battalion Commander had orderedjthe
 Conipany Commander-to follow the reér rifle
company ae rapidly as poseible from that area
to the Very and had asesisted him to plot the
route of march on a 1/80000 map, The route
wae along unimproved roade through the Foret
/ ~ot ¢ mond de Heese and Boie de Cheppy to Oheppy, thence
along the Buanthe River to the valley of the
(28) Personal Very. (38) (See Special Map No. 2)
Experience
The march from the vicinity of Neuvilly
to the assgigned area in the Very ravine (about
16 kilometers) was one that will never be for-
gotten by the men who made it and survived the
events of the following dayes It was a dark
afternoon with rain falling at intervals, The
Company moved out from Lee Coates De Forimont
e e o, B0OUL 1330 Pl in a column of twos with the
Rl G TR T e T
and each platoon leader in rear of hie respective
platoon, Each man carried in addition to his
full pack, helmet, gae mask, pistol, belt and
pietol ammunition, a machine gun or tripod
or two boxee of machine gun ammunition each
containing 25C rounds ~- total weight from
‘80 to 160 pounds, It was an unimproved road,
muddy and filled with shell holes, up and down
glippery hills, across streams, whese bridges
were gone, through tangled wire and old trench

systeme, Often men would slip in the mud and

o o,
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fall -- platoon leaders and sergeants not
so heavily loaded would help them up and
asgist them back to their place in thé colunmn
that wae ever moving forward, Some men were
not physically able to stand the strain --
platoon leaders and scrgeantq:carried a
portion of their loade for a”time, thereby
resting them, A few men did not have the
moral courage necessary tc make the effort
required -- words of encouragement kept them
moving. One, a moral degenerate, who had
bought cognac from a French-Chinese truck
driver and had gotten drunk the night before,
refused to get up after the esecond halt, Two
black eyes and threats of more delivered by
his platoon sergeant got him forward, The
town of Cheppy wae passed through by nightfall,
_ By 7:30 PU the valley of the Very was reached
R R L I et S AR e AR N £ e RS SRR L K 8,
8lope for protection against enemy artillery
(39) Personal which was active. (39) (See Special Map No. 2).
Experience
About 9:00 PM, September 30th, the
Company Commander received a message from the
Commanding Officer, 2d Machine Gun Battalion,
informing him that the Qompany would form a
part of the 10t Brigade reserve under orders
of the Commanding Officer 2d Machine Gun Bat-

talion, and ordering him to follow the machine

gun company of the Brigade regerve battalion

: ‘ (the third line battalion of the 18th Infantry)
b yhich would form on the eouthern elope of Hill

'
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(40)
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218 at the beginning of $he attack at day- "~

Personal é//;break on October 1st, (40)

Experience;

Field Meseages The map showed that the top of Hill 218
2d MG Bn, '

REC was about 1500 yards from the location of the
Vols XV =2

company (8ee Special Map No.“Z). The area then
occuplied by the'Brigade reserve battalion was
unknown, The men of the company had gotten

no sleep the night beforg{and were physically
exhausted from the efforts of that day. No
one knew the demands of the following daye. In
order to assure his men of as much rest as
poeeible, the Company Commander decided to
allow them to sleep until a time after mid-
night to be determined later, and to take one
of hie platoon leaders, reconnoiter a route

to Hill 218, calculate the time required to
march the company there, find out the time of
attack (which he did not know) sc as to cause

the company to be awakened as late as possible,

B3 S ‘;‘lﬂimmw“‘ Y
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(41)

(42)

WYL e 3 ¢

TS suan £ pr e 30 11

g0 as to be in the positior; OTACTER WHET LG mmmatman. s ns

the Combpany Comanber and hilateen leaderwere
attack began, Whilghmaking thie reconnalesance
4hey met

ths=cumpan¥=ﬂnmmanﬂzm,Atik Commanding Officer

\Nho
1st Battalion 16th Infantry war—wmet.sndt—he in-

formed the Machine Gun Officeres that the order

for attack on QOctober 1st had been annulled,

Personal (41)
Experience
The members of the Company slept and
rested in their fox holes until late afternoon
of October 1st, Water was pleantiful, hut there
was no food excepting reserve rations, Platoon
leaders were authorized to allow their men to
Personal eat 4 of one day'e ration each. (42)
Experience
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(42) Field A
Messages
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REC

Vol, XV
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‘Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalion, sent from

the 0., P. 1lst Brigade, 400 meters east of
Charpentry the following message to the Qompany
Commander Machine Gun Qo. 16th Infantry: "In
accordance with orders Brigade Commander your
company will operate ae a speclal Brigade
Reserve, You will report tque by 6:00 PU
thie date for instructions, Your company will
move to vicinity Brigade P, O, this evening,
RANSOM,." (43)

The Company Commander started to the
Brigade C. P, about 4:30 PU and instructed the
Second-in-Command’ to move the company forward

bank
by a path following the right Remd of the

.7
+ Buanthe River, starting at dusk. Thies was

done and the Company Commander met his company
at the western entrance of the ravine running

from Charpentry to Epinonville, (See Special

company upon arriving in the ravine began to
dig individual fox holes on the slope just
south of the Charpentry-Eclisfontaine Road
and about 300 metere east of Charpentry. To
the west of and adjoining the area occupied
by the Company, was a number of troops be-
longing to the rear echelon of one of the
regimente of the €0th Field Artillery Brigade
(35th Division). In the bottom of the valley,
unprotected from view, were two large circular
picket lines with some 50 or 60 horses tied
on each line, and they had been under enemy

™ty
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aerial observation that afternoon. At about
7:30 PM the enemy began to shell the western
portion of the ravine with high explosive,
shrapnel and gase shells of light calibver,
Reconnaissance was hastily made t522§st by the
Second-in-Command, and it wae found that with-
in 400 yards the ravine veere abruptly to the
north, The slope there is much steeper, and
the enemy was not shelling that part of the
ravine, The Company was moved to this more
_jgheltered location, and the only casualties
suffered by 1t that night, were 3 or 4 men
slightly gassed. The artillery troope made
no attempt to move nor to move the horses
amongst which shelle were falling, The enemy
secured a number of direct hite on the two
picket lines; one exploding shell set fire to

the hay in the center of one line, During the

. o i s
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' night, the Artillery unit, lost/ one officer

killed, thirty odd men killed and wounded,

4

|

i and eighty odd horses killed outright or

; wounded 80 severely fhat“they had to be killed,
(Thereafter that ravine was known to the sol-
diers of the Machine Gun Company 16th Infantry
as, "Dead Horse Valley"). The Artillery left
a large quantity of canned food which was

enjoyed by the machine gunnere the following

(44) Personal day. . (44)
Experience
Ge Ou # 3 | At daybreak on October 2d in compliance
18t Division
1920 with verbal orders from the Commanding

Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalion, the Company

Oommander and' the three platoon leaders
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reconnoitered the high ground north and south
of the Charpentry-Eclisefontaine Road and

selected battle implacemente to be occupled

(45) Personal in case of an enemy attack. (45) (See Overlay
Experience,
Field o, 1, Special Map No, 3). Platoon sergeantse
Meesages
ggCMG Bn. and squad leaders were taken under cover to
Vol. XV these positions and detailed verbal instructions

ag to each man's duties in case of an enemy
attack were issued by the platoon leaders,

The remainder of the day was employed by the
men of the company in deepeniﬂg and making
safer the fox holes dug the night before and

in resting.ﬁ/Enemy artillery continued active,
but the portion of "Dead Horse Valley" occupied

by the Machine Gun Company, 1l6th Infantry,

(46) Personal was protected by the steep slope, (46)
EXperlence
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4TH T0 ?TH).- THE DIVISION'S MISSION, ZONE
OF ACTICN, OBJECTIVEs-~ The lst Army, during
the 1st Phase of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive,
had driven a salient into the enemy territory
between the Argonne Forest and the Meuse River.
However, the enemy still held the heights
within the Forest, and as long as those heights
: were in hie possession the salieht wasfgntenable.
| ey deep wedge could be driven into tﬁ§
enemy's territory along th% high ground east
of the Aire River, the Germans would be foroed
to evacuate the Forest and the whole line
could tﬁué be carried forward, To drive thie

LAY Bieke wedge wae the miseion of the 1st Division, (47)
Pa 184 | : "
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Ite boundaries were: on the right (cart)‘the

line Very (inclusive)--Eclisfontaine (exclueive)--
Sommerance (inclusive)--St., Georges (inclusive);
on the left (west) Baulny (inclusive)~~9au1ny~
Fleville Road. Boundary between brigades wase

the line Very-Exermont-Hill 240 (21l to lst
Brigade). The 1st Brigade was on the left and
had from right to left the 18th and 16th Infantry
Regiments, The Jumping Off Line wae the Road
L'Esperance-- point 185, thence northeast to
Tronsol Farm, The Qorps and Divieion objective

was the line, Flevillew-(exclusive)--Cote de

(48) F. O, 47 Maldah. (48) (See Overlay Nc. 2, Special Map
lst Div. 1818
REC No. 3).
Vol,

MISSION OF MACHINE GUN OQLPANY 16TH
INFANTRYs= The mission of the Machine Gun
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7:“”““‘“““‘““““ == HéseTVe, was 1o repiace forward guns; to £i11

gaps; to protect flanks and to organize the

ground for defense when forward movement is

(49) Field Mes~  stopped. (49)
: sage from
Cs O, 2d SUPPORT BY FIRE AGAINST MONTREBEAU

| MG Bn to

\ Dive M.Ge WOOD8:~ During the forenoon of Qctober 3d,

| Officer

f gﬁg' 2, 1918. the Commanding Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalion
f VOL. XV went to the C, Ps Machine Qun Qompany 1&th
/ Infantry and told the officere of that company

i that the attack would probably begin the next
Y ‘ morning; that the 1l6éth and 18th would meet
heavy resistance from the Montrebeau woods;
and that he deeired the Company to deliver
~indirect overhead fire into the Montrebeau

from positions on the ridge, south of Chaudron
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‘;& Farm, He ordered the Company Commander to
take the platoon leadere to the area south
of Chaudron Farm, select and stake out gun
poeitions, calculate indirect fire data, move
the company to the positione after dark and
transport 10,000 rounds of ammunition per gun
thereto before 2:00 Al October 4th, The
positions were selected and staked out and

(50) Personal data for indirect fire was computed. (50)

Experience

During the afterncon, the Company Commander
was called to the C., Ps let Brigade and was
told by the Ccommanding Officer 24 Machine
Gun Battalion, that the Brigade Commander
had disapproved his plans for indirect fire
support, but ordered the company to support
the attack with directioverhead fire on the

) o .
near edge of the Montrebeau from the gun
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was cautioned not to open fire, unlese the

(51) Statement visibility was good, (51)
¢.0. U.G.Co,
16th Inf, The Oompany moved to the selected position
to Author

Oct, 3,1918 immediately after dark, prepared the emplace-
: ments, secured 120,000 rounds of ammunition

froﬁ a burning and exploding dump in Charpentry,
and transported it as far as poseible by mule
carte, and the remaining distance to the gun
positions by hand. Several men, including the
Platoon Eergeant and a section sergeant £rem ol
::{ ;iamtgqn, were wounded by enemy artillexy
fire*duriég the preparation of these emplacements,

| -4

i
i
B T R R e O S R R . 1Y

Aip o hmian b ket i e el B e - e v e AN Uy boibe S0 tArkd s Aarhe o 08 im0 ok 011 LR e A M) ) ooy P10 1y LAY AR VI Y e
# i 3

A



VWD RNNR NN L F AL R e T e

o > B 1w W WA v e T e s rras AR 850
AN PR WY 3% A ) WD s D B et oS e AN v

(83) Personal (52) At 12330 AM OQctober 4th the Commanding

Experience
Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalicn sent the
following message to the Company Commander:
"H - 5:25, Open with the artillery, No
preparation fire. Execute direct overhead
fire on near edge of Woods until fire is
masked by our troops. Raise and search woods
p for 5 min, Miseion of support then ceasges,
(53) Field Acknowledge. RANSOM." (53) (8ee Overlay No.
\ Messages |
Lo2d MG Bn.b////( 2, Special Map No. 3). All was ready at H
REC
Vols XV | Hour, The advancing troops could not be seen
W% because of fog and smoke -- and the Company
\f ! could not fire. The fire power of 13 machine
(54) Persodal‘ﬁ i gune was not used to support the attack. (54)
Experience
The attacking battalions of the lest Brigade
; needed all the supporting fire possible against
1
| A the Montrebeau that morning. Enemy machine
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the woodse caused heavy casualties and slowed

down the advance of both regiments, (55)

The Qcmpany Commander kept to a minimum
! the number of casualties in his company by
L ordering the Second-in-Command and all enlisted
| ' men excepting 3 men per gun squad and one
noncommissioned officer per section to take
cover on the reverse slope just south of the
gun positions before the attack started,
The enemy'e barrage came dowﬁ on our positions
b \\ ae soon as the attack began. His artillery
B y | barrage was oonaiderably thickened by machine
gun fire. When he realized that he could not
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(86) Pereonal
Experience

(57) Personal

supnort the advance of the Brigade, the

Company Commander mcoved his men and guns to
the reverse slope and joined the remainder
of his company. Six men were wounded
immediately after H hours These men were given
first aid and placed in a sheltered location,
A meeesage was sent to the Commanding Cfficer
3d Machine Gun Cempany informing him of the
failure of the company to support the Brigade
and giving the location of the company. (58)
At about 10:00 AM, the Platoon Leader
2d Platoon, who had been serving ae Liaison
Officer at Headquarteres let Brigade brought
a verbal message from the Commanding Officer
2d Machine Gun Battalion, ordering the company
to move forward to a position on the reverse
elope just/north of Chaudron Farm and to re-

main there until further orders., This move

wae made promptly and without casualties, (57)
Axpﬂeil;q\i.k .Q RECPE LN 13 vﬂm.,-o‘“ﬂ"ﬁu PPl
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The 16th Infanﬂry had been able to reach the

Corps and Division objective by the afternoon

of October 4th; Advance eleuments dug in just

south of Fleville after/having driven the

Germans out of that town, On the right the

18th Infantry was faciﬁg northeast and was in

contact with the 3d Brigade. The 38th Division

on the left of the 1st Bivision had attacked

: that day also. The righ% of its line had been
i) carrﬁad fﬁrward By tgp gpocese of the 16th
"Infantry 0 the FleviIle!Baulny apda whqge the
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@ﬁa‘“f Rau de Exermont crosses, From thies point
their front extended almost due south to
Apremont, The heights weet of the Aire
(Cornay, Hills 180, 223 and 244) were still
occuplied by the Germans, Heavy fire from
light artillery located on these heights on
the left flank of the icth Infantry made the
position of the lst Brigade extremely pre-
(58) Personal carious, (58) (8ee Overlay No. 3, Special
/Experience
Map No. 3),
At 4:45 PU Octeber 4th, the Qommanding
Officer 2d Machine Gun Battalion sent the
following message by runner; "To O, O, M. Go
Oo, 16th Inf., Counterattack expected from
direction of Fleville. Put cowmpany into
poeition covering wood, ridges and valley

of Aire, Am making reconnaigsance for your
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Megeages 4
2d MG BN To comply with this order the Company

Vol, XV wae placed in position in three lines; one

platoon north of the Grangee Farm-Exermont
Road, one north of the Qamp Drachen ravine,
and the third north of the L'Esperance-~Chaudron
Farm Road. (See Overlay No, 3, Special Map
No. 3). All platoons had excellent fields of
fire and the Company would have been able to
aseist greatly in breaking up any counterattack
from direction of Fleville., Positions were
occupied before dark and emplacements were

(60) Personal dug and camouflaged during the night. (80)

Experience
The following extract from a letter




.

written by the author.on Cctober &th,

concerning the events of Qctober 4th is

-gucteds "---- a8 soon ag darkness came,

O

each company ration cart with conoked food

in air tight cane came forward, was met by
runners and guided to its company, Mail from
home had veen received at Division Headquarters
that day and with the food for the M. G. Q0.
16th Infantry came the mail also. The next
morning as soon as it was light, the men in
thelr 1ittle muddy holes in the ground, were
reading letters from loved ones in the U, 8. A,
while the German shells whistled and whined

overhead,"

OCTOBER 5TH -~ 7TH3~ The right
regiment of the 1lst Brigade and both regiments
of the 24 Brigade again attacked at daybreak
on October 5th with the purpose of bringing

iy » i ""'W'm¥m¢ wm
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The 16th Infantry was ordered to hold its
position until the 18th Infantry had reached

(62) F., O 4B the Corpe objective, (€2)
lst Div. \

1918 -
REC
Vol,

- The poeitions occupied by the Machine Gun
Company 16th Infantry on the afternoon and even=-
ing of Qctober 4th were not entirely satisfactory
to the Oommanding Officer 2d Machine Gun
Battalion who, accompanied by the Company
Commander, made an inspectlion of the positions
early the following morning. As a result of
the ingpection all platoone were or&ered to
move td new ﬁoaitions; one west of Grangee

Farm, one just east of the Baulny-Fleville

waba



(63)
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(84)

(€5)

Personal
Experience

Field
dessages
2d MG BN.
REC

Vol., XV

Statement
of runner to
author in
Jan, 1819
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Road and about one kilometer north of

Camp Dracken ravine, and one just

the Qamp. Dracken rav1ne and about

meter east of the Baulny-Fleville

north of

one kilo-

Road,

Platoon leadere reconnoitered these new posi-

tione and caused thelr platoons to filter in,

one equad at a time with about 100 yards

intervals between men when croseing open places,

The German artillery on the heights west of

the Aire was very active, had excellent ob-

servation, and would sometimes fir

o~

e at one

man crossing the top of the ridges east of the

Aire, All platoons were in their new positions

with approximately 2,000 rounds amnunition per

gun by 2:30 PM,

Four or five men in the

company became casualties during the move,

The Qompany €., P, was in Oamp Drachen ravine.

(63) (See Overlay No. 4, Special Map No., 3).

The Company Commander sent the following

runner to the

WA, SR e Sy

NS RS
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2d Machine Gun Battalion at 1:25 PM Qctober 5th:

"Poeition reconnoitered and squade filtering

in slowly.

from heights at Chatel Chehery.

An told we are in view of Boche

fire and barrage to left rear, 1I

on left with 109th Regt.

XXX X

Machine Gun

connect up

x BETTS8." (64

The runner who carried the above message

was wounded in the arm by artillery fire before

he had gone 500 yards from the Company C. P,

‘but continued to the Brigade 0, P, and delivered

hie‘message before going to the first-aid

station,

(65)

-29—



Lo TR TN A Oy ) fo e et s A fae

Ry

RRRE T SRR

During the night of Cctober Sth-£th
emplacemente and fox holees were dug deeper,
more ammunition wae brought up by carts from
the rear, hot food was gotten/%orward, and
the Qompany was in excellent positions, and its
members in the best condition possible to carry

(Ge) Personal .out its mission, (686)
Experience

The enemy artillery fire from across the
Aire increased in intensity on Qctover &th,
showing that the enemy was bringing up freesh
batteries and was getting plenty of ammunition.
In addition to his "7718", he also used many
Austrian "88's", a gun with greater velocity
and lower trajectory, Quantities of gas were
fired into the ravines of the area also.

The Compan' remained in the same

positions during October Sth and daylight of

the 7th, | There was no movement near platoon

positions during the day. One man per gun

'*NW “':‘,}g{_:‘ﬁ}m“"‘v'ﬂ‘dh“.\y S i o) h el il L o M
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other members of squads slept and rested in V

|

|

MY AL

fox holes nearby. There was no systematic 1

J

shelling of the platoon positions during these
two daye, however the entire area was covered j{
(€7a) Personal by enemy artillery at frequent intervals. (67a)

Experience
Due to the success of the 1st Brigade

in pushing into the enemy's lines east of
the Aire River the 83d Division was enabled |
on the morning of QOctober 7th to assault from

the Baulny-Fleville Road due west across the

Aire and teke the heights which had been

TR SISO S R MRy A3




~ 77" “endangering the left flank of the lst
Division, By evening the attack ofvthé 83d
Division was a succese and the Machine Gun
Company 18th Infantry was no longer needed
in the positions it had occupied since Octoﬁer

(87v) Personal 5the (67b)
Experience
3, THE BATTLE ~. SECOND PART -- OCTOBER

gTH TC 12TH.~ THE MACHINE GUN COMPANY 128TH

INFANTRY REJOINS ITS BATTALION: About 7:15

PM October 7th the Qompany Commander and the
Second~in-Command (who also commanded the

2d Platoon) were sitting in a fox hole (the

Company C. P.). A shelter half spread over

the top kept out some cof the rain that was

falling and allowed them to emokees The 82d

Division had driven the enemy artillery from |
the hills west of the Aire, making the vicinity

of Camp Dracken a much safer place than it had

" ks Wl 0 evious ,
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ration cart had come up with hot coffee, food
and cigarettes about 6:00 o'clock, In spite
of the mud in the bottom of the fox-hole, the
rain outeide, and the never ending sound of
German shells going to the rear, the situation
seemed fairly comfortable to the two officers
who were discussing the probability of being
relieved soon -- and a trip to Pariss A voice
was heard asking the sentry where the Company
OQmmander wag, It wae the Qommanding Officer
2d Machine Gun Battalion and he informed the
two junlor officers that their company would




join as gquickly a8 possible the 1st
Battalion 16th Inféntry which would attack
the next morning, Both company officers
were soon relieved, Within 48 hours, one wae
in Heaven and the other was en route to southern
(68) Personal France, in an ambulance. (68)
Experience

The Qommanding Officer, 24 Machine Gun

Battalion had sent the following message at

73

6:00 PM October 7th; "To: 0. O« lEth Inf,

C

M. G. Co. Assemble your Co, in vicinity of
your P. . immediately in/preparation to join

your Bn., which will attack in the morning.

(69) Field RANSOM," (69) The runner who carried the
Messenger
2d MG BN meseage had gotten lost, and did not arrive
REC ‘
Vol. XV until after 8:00 PN,

The Company Commander was directed to
send his Second-in-Command to meet the
Commanding Officer lst Battalion 16th Infantry
| P at the 0, P, 18th Infantry at Exermont as
[ O Y 5 o T T G e
orders; to withdraw his company from the
positione there occupied, and to move without
delay to Ixermont, where he would meet his
Second~-in~-Command, who would by that time have
the orders for the company. The Second-in-
| Comnand immediately took his blanket, and musette
% bag and started to Exermont accompanied by an
(70) Personal orderly, (70) The Company Commander sent a
Experience
runner to each platoon 0, P. with verbal
§ instructione to roll packe and assemble at the

Qompany G. P, with full packs, guns and as much

.32




(71) Statement
of C. 0O.
Me Go CoOo
16th Inf.
to guthor
Oct. 9,1918

ammunition ae could be carrieds The Company
wae assembled by 8:45 PN, It wae then raining
and the ground was very muddy. The route to
be followed wae only a trail, Thinking that
blanke ts, wh~ch were water soaked and heavy
would not again be needed until after the
attack, the Company Commander ordered that all
blankete be left near Camp Dracken, and sent
instructions to the supply officer to bring
up carts and take them to the rear eche}on.
The Company marched across fielde, along the
northern edge of the Montrebeau W0ud° and
joined the let Battalion 18th Infantry on the
unimproved road, Chaudron Farm-Exermont. (71)
The Second-in-Command followed the
Baulny-Fleville Road to crossroads east of
La Forgé, then La Forge—EXerhont Road to

Exermont. ( That two| kilometers of narrow road

3B L L R e o Au&wl-w£$ . xaﬁﬁ;gggﬁ tg Eﬂf;mgpt waa 11terall
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Jammed with tranaportation.-—Ford ambulances,
rolling kitchens, ration wagons, water carts,
amminition carte and 1iberty trucks, all
without lights were attempting to go in both
direétions. Getman artillef;,was very actlive
from thg direction of Bois Da Moncy and

|
|

enfiladed this road over which two reginments

~were being supplieds A direct hit on a rolling

kitchen wae witnessed a short distance from
Exormoht. Pieces of men, mules, food and
xitchen were thrown in every direction and the
road was made impassable., Hot coffee was throﬁn

L4
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over one man who was wounded otherwise and
hie suffering was intense, A Ford ambulance
was driven around the road jam and took the
wounded to a dressing station), Soon after
the Secpnd~in-Command’Eaéhihé Gun Oompény
16th Infantry arrived at the’C, P, 18th In-
fantry the 0, 0., l8t Battalion 16th Infantry
arrived and reported to the Commanding Officer
18th Infentry. It was learned that let Bat-
talion léth Infantry had been released from
Division Reserve and had been turned over to
the Commanding Officer 18th Infantry., It wae
also learned that the attack would not e
made on the following morning, The Battalion
with its attached Machine dun Co. wae ordered
to move through Exermont and go into bivouac
in the Boii/de Boyon on the southwestern slope

of Montrefagne, After the receipt of these
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Battalion and the Second-in-Command rejoined

his Qompany in the ravine south of Exermont,

~’After a halt of about an hour the Battalion

with its machine gun Ocmpany in réar moved in
column of files throﬁgh Exermont to the Bois
de Boyon, where each{man dug individual fox
holes., A gﬁide fromlHeadquarters,llSth ‘
Infantry was furniehed each compaq&. The
guide furniehed for the Machine qﬁn o, 1l6th
Infantry loet his direction befo/e the company
wag out of Exermont and was uselees, Upon 0

]

arrival in The Bois de Boyon, the Battallon

]
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(72)

(7

(74)

o, ARG P 1 e PR bt o
NS INNIY ol i

¢ YUy & -

Commander nofified Qompany nanders that
the front line wag within a few hundred yards;
that abeolute quiet must be maintained and no
lights would be permitted. The following day
wae cloudy and overcaest until the afternoon

when observation becdme good for short periods,

Personal (72) Enemy airplanes were active over the
Experience

Statements front line of the Division, during the after-
of Major C.W, i

Ryder and noon, (73) Artillery fire was intense at
Major L. Re

Boyd times against the crest of the Hill 240 and
Message all along the line to right and left, but it
from Hq. 1lst

Div, to 5th is remarkable that very few shells fell in
AC 5:20 PM

10/8/18 that part of the woode occupled by the 1lst
REC

Vol. XII Battalion 18th Infantry. (74)

Same as (73) SITUATION, MISSION AND PLAN OF ACTION

ON OCTOBER 8TH:- The 83d Division on the left
was slowly but surely driving the enemy from
the eastern edge of the Argonne, but the

situation with the divisaon on_ the right of

e LA

0 WA VKNG * it WEa S
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tactical reasons Oorps ooquaries had been 2 &
changaﬁ‘on October 7th and the aontrol of the

; lst Divigion—had pasced to the' Fifth Carps.

Y ® - f

The lBlst Brigade Of the 9let Division,

"t ] e g

‘ althdugh tireds &ngfreduced in strength by,

&
-4

v W

. recent fighting, was attached to phg 1st
‘ 3o |

o
£

'Division, and the zone of acticn of the Divi-,
‘\sithMas extended bn tﬁe*%ightitp the.line

Bp N e ~ Tuillerie Farm; on the left it was
e | The
;| mission of the Divieion at this time wab ¥o

bounded by the 11““-’1QVi11a—80mme§§dce;”
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75) Hist.

pe 203

(78) Fo O, No.49

lst Dive L/
1918 A
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" Romagne in its zone of action.

e T P Al Ve

assiet the 334 Division DY clearing out
and the Boie de
(75)

the Divisiony the right boundary of

Le Petit Bois, Hill 263
Within
the let

Brigade (less the 18t Rattolicn 164h Infantry)

passed to the west of Hill 373; the left

voundary of the 2d Brigade ran along the
eagtern end of Hill 2723 the zone of action
of the 1st Battalion 1Gth Infantry (under
orders of the Qommanding 0fficer 181h Infantry)

included Hill 272, The first objective of

the battalion was a line pageing north of

Hill 272, the second, was a line passing north
of the Qote de laldab. (See Overlay No. 5,
Speoial Map No. 3)s "E' nour was set at 8:30

AM October Sth. (76) The Divieional Commander

had decided to expend his last reserves,

TERRAIN AND LNEMY couommwnawxon 1N FRONT:OF
2 A e S TR o s e B B ” o B WO B

e L R

hog back affair running east and west lay

DNt ) Pl waa LT
~WM RO

squarely across the sector of the Battalion.s
Ite crest Tises over 200 feet above'the broad Y
plains to the gsouth and west, giving unobscured et 1
observation and field of fire ,t0" the south, R
southeast and eouthwest. Le Re t4 Se Bois A
covered the eastern elopes of the hill, the

gouthern and euuthwestern slopes wexe ,barreny W fa#
small irregular patches of woods and, brush ¢

were scattered over th remaining portiona.

The raige was gentle to the base of the: hillr i
where the slope oeoame steep and diffioult. i
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(77) Personal
Experience
Statement
Majors Boyd
and Rider

(78) Statement
of Majors
Ryder and
Boyd

(79) Story
168th Inf.
in France

(280) Personal
Statements

Majors Boyd
and Ryder

(81) Statemenit

Major Ryder
(82) Ivid
(83) Hist. ;/
ps 200

(77)

The Cote de Maldah is about 1250 yards
to the north of Hill 272; its crest is also
covered with small irregular patches of trees
and although not so high as the crest of Hill
272 it completely dominated the northern slope
of 272 and the wooded ravine lying between. (78)

Hill 272 completely dominated the eastern
portion of the Division zone of action and
that of the divieion on the right ae well,
Its flanks slopes and crest had been fortified
withlmachine gune and direct fire 77 mm, guans
by the Germans, who well knew that it was a
most important key positions The personnel
for 1te defense were protected by elaborate
dugouts and trenches, (79) Small thickets
near the base of the hill held machine guns
and small caliber minenwerfers, which had
been so sited as to cover all routes of
approach, (80) A strong enemy machine gun
nest known to be in the woode at 176 (in
front of the 18th Infantry) was extremely
dangerous to the left flank of the battalion.
(81) sgSeveral officers, who studied the
defenees of thie position, within a few days
after the attack, estimated that the Germans
had used not less than 50 machine gune in
defense of Hill 372, (83)

On October 5th the 26th Infan try after
taking Arietal Farm,. suffered heavy losses
and was stopped by fire from Hill 273, (83)

PRI I S
ann

R A



CaY) -Hiety o

pe. 201

(85) Hist,
p. 302-204

(86) Hist. U//

pe 304
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(87) Statemeat of
CeOs M.Gs Oo,
16th Inf, to
author on
Oct. 8, 1918
Statement
of lajore
Ryder and
Boyd

On the same day the 28th Infantry had
been unable to advance further because of
artillery, machine gun, and rifle fire from
Hill 372, (84) Three attempts were made on
October 7th and 8th by elements of the-2d
Brigade to assault this position but all had
failed. (85) The History of the 1lst Division
states: "Hill 372 which had defied all
efforts to advaﬁce was by far the most dan-
gerous of the enemy’s positions", (88)

THE OFERATIONS:- About noon October 8th
the Battalion Qommander assembled hie company
commanders; gave them all the informatioh he
had and issued verbal orders as to dispositions.
The Battalion would assault within ite zone
of action from the front line,then held by
the 28th Infantry; with Gompany B on the right
and Company C on the left in assault, Oompanies

4D £on xight o 2020 An wwppodee e L
Machine Gun Oompany léth Infantry would follow
the support wave by bounds at from 300 to 400
yarde distance, Heavy artillery cdoncentrations
had been promised in front of the Battalion,
The Battalion Qommander, then took his
coupany commandeis to the top of Hill 240
to reconnoiter routes of approach for the
attack, This reconnaisesance was short; the
party was Obse:ved by the enemy on Hill 372
and he quiokly’soattered them, Very little
of 1mportan§e was seen., (87)

Early on the morning of October 8th the



Company Commander had gone to Exermont and

(83) Statement of had telephonel to the C. P, let Brigade.and

CIO. NG CO. /
16th Inf. to asked the C. Os/Sd Machine Gun Battalion t0
author on

Oct, 88,1218, get a meesage to the Qompany'e rear echelon,
Field lMescage

from C.0, 24 giving the Company'!s new position and instruct-
UG Bn, 8:30 AUM

8 Oct, to ing the Bupply Officer to get hot food up as

S. Oo thh

Inf. MG CO. soon ag darkness came that evening, (8%)

and from

Lieut. During the afterncon the Supply Officer came
Wheelin

11 AM 8 Cct. to the pcsition of the Company in order to

to 0.0, 2d

G Bn., Vol. find ite location, and learn\best route in. (89) ’
XV REC ) r

Just before dark the afternoon of Qctober 8th

(82) Personal
Experience an officer brought the following message from

the Commanding | Officer| 84 Machine Gun Battalion
(90) Personal |

Experience; to the Commanding Officer Wachine Gun Company
Field lMessages
24 MG Bn. 16th Infantry dated 4:15 PM October 8th: "You
REC vol XV
18t Div.: will make disposition for the defenee of
Operation TR ,
Inetruction Montrefague, Men [from the Headquarters Cos,
Noce 72 Hq. |

, 152 Inf 16th and 18th Infantry will report to these

gt . Brig, Oct. 8,
WL Y, Sl v gwfh,lmmwmcxsmm%mmwwmvﬁ%%ﬁﬁe%&»t%%w VI,

| s gt o ¥, B,

; the position mugt be held'at all costs, Your
other 8 gune will take part in to-morrow'e
operation, Get in touch with Hats, 18th Inf,
and insure that Inf. support joins your 4 guns.
RANSOM." (20) .

In compliance with the above order the

i let Platoon was aseembled, ite leader wase

glven hie instructions and the platoon con-
sisting of one officer and about 35 (enlisted)

(91) Pereonal ‘men started to the top of Hill 240, (81) The

; Experience
4 ‘platoon arrived at the crest of the hill

‘after dark; ite leader selected as goed

A e 71 AR A P A T S
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positione as possible in the darkness, and
started the men digging euplacementis for the
gune and fox holee for themselves, The ground
wae rocky and made difficult work preparing
emplacements, Enemy shelles fell upon/éﬁe
crest of the hill all night and caused several
casualties, No counterattack developed; the
darkness of the night and fog the next morning
made observation impossible and the gune of
that platoon did not fire,  When attack
commenced the next morning the enemy artillery
fire against the crest of Hill 240 was terrible,
Within an hour, 3 guns had been blown to
pieces, the platoon leader had been killed

and all but 5 or € of the . men of the platoon
had been killed or wounded. \Ihe 18th Infantry
had moved forward about 8:;20 AM. About 9:30

AN October 9th a noncommissioned officer of

A A NN S T SOTIH I S RN, Ve bt
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(92) Statement
of survivors

the platoon assembled the remaining 5 or 6
men of the platoon, took the one gun and as
much ammunition as they could carry and moved

to the right in search of his company. (92)

to the authorHAt dark on October 8th the battalion moved

in Jan. 19219

through the Boie de Bayon to a clearing about
cne-half mile northwest of Exermont. Here
the ration and water carts for the rifle
companies were met; but in spite of all the
bxeoautions that ite company commander had
taken, there were no rations for the Machine
Gun Co, 16th Infantry.

The OQmpany_Subply Of{ficer had failed to

o
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arrive, When the situation was made knowﬁ
to the commandere of the rifle companies,
plenty of food and hot coffee was provided
for all, This incident affected the morale of
the men coneiderably, hey felt if the ration
carte of the rifle companies could get through
(22) Pereonal theire could have arrived also, (93) It wag
Experience .
learned later that rations for the Machine
Gun Company had passed thmough Exermont in
plenty of time but the Supply Officer had
gotten lost north of Exermont and could not
(24) Statement of find the company., (94) ‘ [
Mess Sergeant | I
to author After all had been fed the company, (lese )
Jan, 1919 ]
1et Platoon) moved out in single file in rear
f the Battalion to the southern end of L
Le Petite Bois arriving there about 1%:00 PN, |
_Eaéh man dug an individual fox hole and .tried. ..
to }est and sleep, German artillery concen-
" TIOIRNRIIL L T AN wmmwmm w i g o T i P T I o RS (1 T T AR, DT
,Hill 240, only a few hundred yards away, but
Nery few shelle fell on the southern end of

Ee Petite Bois, and there were no casualties

in the Company (less the 1st Platoon), Rain
fell am usual; the night wae cold and dis- |
ag#eeablé, blankets had been left at Camp
Drécken; there were no overcoats -~ the men
had been moving forward from one position to
another, living in mud and wet clothes, dodging
shells themselves and listening to the agonizing
groans‘gf thelr more unfortunate companions

for nine days, The strain physically and
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mentally had bcéi éreat. They were tiréd. il {
All knew that a hard job had to be done next | ]
day and were anxious for "H" hour to come an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>